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My dear parishioners,

In my last article for Connections, I 
explained why we use incense for some 
Sunday liturgies and for major feast days. 
In this issue ,  I would  like now to turn to 
“the bells,” and why we use them at Mass. 
While they may play a relatively diminutive 
role in the Mass, they nonetheless declare 
a reverential meaning by what they 
symbolize and by how they are used.

Let me begin with a little story. Several 
years ago, at another parish, I had just recently brought out the 
altar bells as part of that year’s celebration of the Holy Triduum: 
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. My plan was to have our 
altar servers ring the bells at the Consecration of the Eucharist, 
throughout the liturgies of the Triduum, and then continue their 
use until the conclusion of the Easter Season. At that point, I 
figured I would return them to the sacristy and simply have 
them waiting and ready for the following year. That was the plan 
until something unexpected happened during a weekday Mass, 
a week or so after Easter.

At Mass that morning, a young family had joined us from a 
neighboring town. It was a mother with five of her children, 
the youngest of whom had Down’s Syndrome. If I had to guess, 

the little guy was maybe five or six years old. He was quiet and 
composed through the first part of Mass, the Liturgy of the Word. 
But God bless him, by the time of the Liturgy of the Eucharist, he 
was getting restless and fidgety and a little chatty, too. 

Then came the moment of Consecration, when I prayed the 
Lord’s words of Institution, and Christ Jesus transformed the 
bread and the wine into His Body and Blood at the altar. It was 
the moment of Consecration and the altar server rang the bells 
as I lifted the host that had just become the Eucharist. 

The little boy had been busy squirming-around underneath the 
pews, thoughtfully arranging and rearranging the missalettes 
and hymnals and humming a song to himself. But, when the bells 
chimed, as I raised the Eucharist above the altar for all present to 
adore, the busy head of that little guy stopped, crept just over 
the top of the pew, and he said, out loud, “Woooow!”  With great 
attention, he watched as I continued praying the Lord’s words 
over the wine, and it too was transformed into the Eucharist. 
Ring, ring, ring went the bells. “Woooow!”, he whispered.  Then he 
elbowed one of his nearby brothers, kneeling there in the pew, 
and pointed at the altar: “God.” 

I have never forgotten that moment. I could not tell you what 
all was happening in that little boy’s mind or heart that day, but 
I do know that the chiming of those bells registered something 
special in - and for - him. That is one of the main reasons the 

Father David J. Young, Pastor

The Role of Altar Bells:
Announcing God's Arrival
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St. Pius X School's  
Washington, D.C. Trip
Last school year, we embarked on our first St. Pius X 8th grade class trip to Washington, 
D.C. and we continued the newly established tradition this year. On the 1st of October, 
our 8th grade classes and the Junior High homeroom teachers boarded buses headed to 
our nation’s capital with the help of Prodigy Tours. The students spent three days touring, 
enjoying the sights and sounds, and bonding as a class.

Our students attended Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, toured numerous memorials and monuments at night, had a White House 
picture stop, explored several museums at the National Mall, and visited Arlington National 
Cemetery. Four of our 8th grade students had the honor of presenting a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. These 
four students were chosen based on 
an essay they completed about what 
laying the wreath would mean to them. 
Congratulations to Ellie Malpass, Katie 
Morrow, Nathan Ogdan, and Josie 
Zeiher. 

Because this trip is meant to be a hands-
on learning experience, we consider 
this field trip a classroom on wheels.  
In addition to the questions the  
students were responsible for complet-
ing throughout the trip, they also did 
research before leaving. Students had 
the opportunity to present their re-
ports over the microphone on the bus 
and the tour guides did an amazing job 
enriching their knowledge of the various 
places visited.

Although this was an incredible learning 
experience, the 8th graders certainly 
had time for fun class bonding. Students 
were not permitted to have access to 
the internet, so it was wonderful hearing 
the students talk and laugh throughout 
their trip. The group had a delicious 
family-style Italian dinner at Carmine’s 
and a pizza buffet at McGill’s where 
they also enjoyed arcade style games. 
Of course, they had time for souvenir 
shopping too. We are confident that our 
students learned a great deal and made 
memories that will last a lifetime. 

Darren Smith
Principal 
St. Pius X Elementary School 
614-866-6050 
dasmith@cdeducation.org 
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The Diocese of Columbus has a guide for the religion book companies and for all its 
parishes including teachers and catechists that directs what subject matter and at 
which grade level the Catholic religion is to be taught to our young people.  It is called 
the Diocese of Columbus Religious Graded Course of Study.   This guide has a list of 
which subject themes are taught in each grade from Pre-K through high school.  For 
example, in grade 6, the students are learning about the Old Testament.  It is like a 
spiral where the students learn the information at a progressively higher level as they 
get older and when their minds can learn this new level of knowledge.  That is why 
it is important for our young people to attend religion classes every year.  Every year 
that they miss, it is more of a challenge to get caught up with their religious studies 
because they are missing pieces of the knowledge from the previous years.

In addition to the central theme for each year, we have the Six Tasks of Catechesis 
that are included in each of the grade levels. They are 1) Knowledge of the Faith,  
2) Knowledge of the Meaning of Liturgy and the Sacraments, 3) Moral Formation 
in Jesus Christ, 4) Teaches the Christian How to Pray with Christ, 5) Prepares the  
Christian to Live in Community and to Participate Actively in the Life and Mission  
of the Church, and 6) A Missionary Spirit That Prepares the Faithful to Be Present as 
Christians in Society.

Our magisterium, the Roman Catholic Church’s authority that the pope, cardinals and 
bishops have to teach, directs us through the above subjects.  These are designed to 
help each student learn about our rich Catholic faith at the proper age.  

God Bless, 

De Ann Bukowski 
Coordinator of Religious Education  

The Six Tasks of Catechesis

Fr. Young, Continued from Page 1

ETERNAL REST 
GRANT UNTO THEM, 

O LORD 

The following are the names of those 
parishioners or non-parishioners 

whom St. Pius X Church has received 
notice of his or her death or who have 

had either a funeral or memorial 
service held at  

St. Pius X Church.

August 2019 -  Late October 2019

Barbara Sharpe
Raymond Steinbugl

Ronald Franz
Dorothy McKinley

James Brereton  
Drew Miller

Catholic Church uses bells at Mass.

In the Tridentine (Latin) Mass, the altar bells 
signal the cantor and musicians at various 
times in the liturgy. The bells also alert 
the faithful in the pews when something 
extraordinary and sacred is happening in 
the sanctuary. But there is something else, 
something special about the altar bells, I 
think.

When the altar bells are rung at Mass, they 
act as an understated announcement of 
the Lord’s arrival in this sacred gift on the 
altar. The chiming of the bells tells us, in a 
modesty without words, that God not only 
humbled Himself to become one of us, 
endured His Passion and Cross for us but 
also was raised from the dead to prove His 
love’s ultimate power to us. The bells help 
draw our senses to the reality that Christ did 
all these things and now chooses to feed us 
with His very Self in the Eucharist because of 
His supreme love.

In the end, God has created us as people 
with senses - meaningful, communicative, 
affective senses. Being people of senses, 
sound plays its own important role in our 
worship. Whether in the quiet moments, 
the singing of hymns, the sound of the 
instruments, the creaking of the pews, or the 
crying of a baby, sounds inform and shape 
our experience of the Mass. And the sound 
of the altar bells, at the Consecration of the 
Eucharist, adds a simple touch of reverence 
and solemnity that we will not often, if ever, 
find anywhere else. 

I hope this helps explain why we are using 
the altar bells during Mass at St. Pius X, 
and why ringing them at the Consecration 
of the Eucharist continues to be a special 
part of the liturgical tradition that has 
been handed-on to us through centuries of 
worship and devotion. 

Sometimes it is the little things, like the 
chiming of the bells, that catch our attention 
and, occasionally, our breath and leave us, 
too, saying Wow!

Peace and prayers,

Fr. Dave

MUSIC NEWS
We have four spots open in our 
choir and we especially need 
basses.   There is also a need for 
new members in our other music 
ministry groups e.g. Merging 
Spirits, the Children’s Choir, the 
Resurrection (Funeral) Choir, 
Joy in the Morning and New 
Creation.  Please e-mail me at  
pottkotterj@gmail.com and I will 
fill you in and  get you started on 
a rewarding, fun way to worship!

John Pottkotter
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Making Holiday Memories  
and Traditions That Last  
a Lifetime
The holiday season is upon us and with that comes a lot of hustle 
and bustle! In today’s fast-paced world, it is sometimes hard to 
slow down and enjoy the moment. There is always something to 
be done. Parents spend much of their time managing everyone’s 
busy schedules and keeping the household running smoothly. The 
holidays provide the perfect opportunity to take a step back from 
the craziness of life and to create memories with our families. 

Research shows that families who spend quality time together 
during the holidays and all year round have a stronger emotional 
bond. Children who actively spend time with their parents and 
other family members do better in school and are less likely to 
have behavioral problems. There are so many wonderful ways to 
celebrate this season and share traditions with our children!

Make it a tradition to give your children the gift of a memorable 
experience instead of toys and electronics. Remembering family 
traditions strengthens family bonds and forms a meaningful link to 
the past.

A few tips to make the holidays meaningful for your children:

Stay home. Making holiday memories does not have to mean going 
somewhere. The most treasured experiences are created inside the 
four walls of your home; they do not cost a lot of money or cause a 
lot of stress to be perfect. Take a regular weeknight dinner and turn 
it into a wonderful holiday meal by lighting candles and playing 
Christmas music in the background, use your special china, and 
serve sparkling juice in special glasses. Plan a family game or movie 
night with popcorn. The lights from your Christmas tree and the 
warmth of a fire help create the perfect atmosphere for enjoying 
quality time with family.

Make something out of nothing.  Make routine tasks into new 
traditions. Share hot chocolate and cookies while you are putting up 
your Christmas tree or wrapping presents. Pile in the car and go look 
at the beautiful holiday lights in your special Christmas pajamas. 

Give thanks. “Remember the reason for the season.” This is a time 
to count our blessings and be grateful for everything in our lives. 
When your family attends a special event or visits a friend, let your 
children know how fortunate they are to have these opportunities 
and special people in their lives.

Give back. Consider volunteering at a shelter or caroling at a 
nursing home. This is the perfect time of year to teach children it is 
better to give than receive.

Best wishes for a memorable holiday season filled with love and joy!

Sharon Miller 
Director
Natalie Bracone 
Office Assistant

St. Pius X Children’s Center 
Preschool & Pre-K  •  614-577-0826

COMING TO ST. PIUS X 
IN JANUARY 2020

A fascinating 24-lesson video study that 
takes you on a journey through the entire 
Bible! Learn about the major people, 
places, and events of the Bible and discover 
the amazing story woven throughout 
all of Scripture using the unique color-
coded Bible TimelineTM Learning System. 
Encounter God in his Word!  The program 
will be held on Tuesday evenings beginning 
January 7, 2020.  Please watch the parish 
bulletin for details on how to register.

Deacon Jim Kelly 
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Have you always wanted to go on a mission trip to help share the 
love and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?  Always had 
that yearning in your heart to go abroad and visit another land, 
another culture and “Be Christ” to others?  Always been fascinated 
by the great Catholic missionaries of the past such as St. Francis 
Xavier, St. Maximillian Kolbe, or St. Junipero Serra, who traveled 
to far-off exotic lands to share the good news of the Gospel?  Well, 
we may have the cure for that aching “missionary heart” of yours.  

Father Milton Kiocha, St. Pius X’s Parochial Vicar, and a handful  
of St. Pius X parishioners are in the beginning stages of 
scheduling, coordinating and planning two safari and missionary 
trips to Tanzania. The first trip will be in 2020 and a second one  
is scheduled for 2021.  We are using the phrase “safari/mission”  
trip because the trips will be divided into two parts.  Half of the 
trip will be an African safari. We will visit the Kalahari Desert and 
be inspired by God’s amazing creatures such as lions, giraffes  
and zebras in their natural setting. The other half of the trip will 
be mission-oriented as we will visit a grade school in the area 
where Father Milton grew up to help them raise funds to build a 
playground for the school.  Currently, the school which has 500-
600 students does not have the money to undertake such a project.  
The area that the students use for recess is just grass, mud, dirt 
and rocks.  We are hoping enough parishioners at St. Pius X show 
an interest in getting involved and make the mission trips a reality 
so that the playground gets funded and built. The area where 
Father Milton grew up in Tanzania is at the foothills of Mount  
Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest mountain. Even the mission part of 

the trip will have amazing views and provide numerous Kodak 
moments.  

In addition, the second half of the trip will focus on our Catholic 
faith as we will be visiting nearby Catholic churches, Catholic 
cathedrals and celebrating Mass daily. We will be staying at a local 
convent and interacting and assisting the religious sisters who 
live there.  Most importantly, we will be visiting the kids at a local 
school as we model Christ’s hands and feet in our efforts to help 
bring them a safe and sturdy playground to enjoy for years and 
years.  Our work will be focused on raising the necessary funds 
and in helping finalize the plans for the playground.  Do not worry, 
we will not be digging, hammering, or cutting. Other hands will 
be doing the actual construction of the playground.

Each trip will last approximately 14-15 days, leaving the last week 
of July and returning at the end of the first week of August.  We 
are hoping to have 20-25 St. Pius X missionaries on each trip 
in 2020 and 2021.  Each trip will be led by Father Milton. If you 
are interested or need more details, please contact me directly.  
I will give you all the current trip information and, if you are 
agreeable, add you to the mission trip email list and invite you to 
future planning meetings.  I hope you will join us in this exciting 
opportunity to put your faith into action.

John Swisher 
614-477-7730 
swisher721@gmail.com

St. Pius X Planning  
an African Safari and Mission Trip

“Kalahari desert, South Africa” by Charles Sharp is licensed under CC by 2.0.
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It is the hour now for you 
to awake from sleep. 

For our salvation is nearer 
now than when  

we first believed;
the night is advanced,  

the day is at hand.
Romans 13:11-12

2019  
Advent Calendar

December 4 
Advent Evening of Reflection 

7:00 PM 
St. Pius X Church

December 9 
Celebration of the Feast of the  

Immaculate Conception
NOT a Holy Day of Obligation  

8:30 AM Mass

December 9 
Communal Penance Service  

with Private Confessions
7:00 PM at St. Pius X Church

December 14 
Communal Anointing of the Sick  

5:00 PM Mass

December 15 
Communal Anointing of the Sick 

8:30 AM Mass

December 24 
Christmas Eve Masses 

4:00 PM, 6:30 PM, 10:00 PM

December 25  
Christmas Day Mass 

9:00 AM
THERE IS NO MIDNIGHT MASS

December 31 
Vigil Solemnity of  

Mary the Mother of God 
5:00 PM Mass

January 1 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

9:00 AM Mass
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Introducing the new

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has 

never been easier: at home, on the go, or

from any internet connected device. 

 

Discover thousands of books, audio talks,

movies, documentaries, and studies... there is

something for every member of the family to

help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.

Over 4,000 titles - now available on almost any device!

Dozens of new features - all to help you enjoy the best in Catholic content

Already have a 

FORMED Account?

Want to create a new FORMED

account with your parish or group?

  Visit FORMED.org

  Click Sign In 

  Enter your email 

  Click the link in your email 

  You're in! No more passwords!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

  Visit FORMED.org

  Click Sign Up

  Select "I Belong to a Parish or Organization"

  Find your parish by name, zip, or parish code

  Enter your email - and you're in!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The Catholic Faith. On Demand.

Visit

FORMED.org or search for "Formed" on your favorite app store



EDITOR’S NOTE
Incredibly, this issue of Connections should reach you as we 
prepare for Thanksgiving. The trees were especially beautiful 
today as I drove down East Broad Street between Rosehill Road 
and Taylor Road.  What a beautiful gift from God!

In this issue, Father Dave writes about the introduction and the 
significance of altar bells during the Mass at St. Pius X.

Darren Smith, St. Pius X school principal, reports on the second 
St. Pius X 8th grade class trip to Washington, D.C. that was made 
in October.  

John Swisher writes about the planning for the African safari 
and mission trip to Tanzania in 2020 and 2021 that will be led by 
Father Milton Kiocha.

De Ann Bukowski’s column is focused on the six tasks of 
Catechesis, John Pottkotter needs parishioners to lend their 
voices to our choirs, and Sharon Miller and Natalie Bracone 

write about how to make lasting holiday memories and traditions 
for your family.

Leah Kelly shares the upcoming Advent Calendar and Jim Kelly 
writes about a new 24-lesson video study focused on the Bible 
that will be available to you in 2020.

I continue an open call for articles for Connections.  If you have 
an idea, please reach out to me in person or at the e-mail address 
below.  Would you like to shine a spotlight on a ministry or project?  
If possible, please submit your article as a Word document by 
e-mail.

Articles can be submitted to Michelle Carey at the parish office or 
to me directly at carol.a.mcglone@gmail.com.   We are open and 
interested in your feedback.  Please speak up!

All God’s blessings,  
Carol McGlone 
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